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appointed. The first inkling I had of it was when I was with Griffiths at
dinner in Sidney College* He remarked that he supposed I knew I was
to be appointed to the McGill Chair, as all its arbitrators had sent in a
recommendation in my favour. I was considerably surprised, but these
results were confirmed later by Professor Ames of Johns Hopkins
University who said that he had seen Peterson, President of McGill,
who had said that my name had been sent over to Montreal in order to
receive the official sanction from the Board of Governors, so if I don't
get it after that, something has gone wrong with the works. On Monday
I received a confidential letter from Professor Cox asking me to see him.
Of course he couldn't say much but seemed to think I would be
appointed, and so we talked over matters in general in regard to Montreal
and my duties there. Mrs Cox came in later, so we talked of things in
general. In case I am appointed Cox will be my colleague, and will
assist me in the lecturing. He is a mathematician in the first place, and
a Fellow of Trinity, and has done a good deal of extension-lecturing at
which I believe he is very good. He doesn't know much about experi-
mental work, so I will have to run the experimental part, and the
laboratory generally. He is a man about 45,1 should think, just getting
grey. His wife is tall and somewhere about 40,1 should think. She is
pleasant, and so is he, and I think we should get on well together, I wish
to goodness this matter was settled finally, as it is very upsetting to work
in the interim. If I get it, I shall leave for Canada on September 8th
by the Yorkshire and get to work by October. It is rather a sudden
change, and will mean a great deal of work, as I have to start lecturing
at once to classes of sixty or seventy, and generally have to run the show.
I daresay you have in your imagination dubbed me a professor, but
I must confess I did not think my chance would come so soon. I hope
you can see your way to going over there in the near future. It seems
rather absurd discussing these things before matters arc settled, but I
know you won't mind if I don't go after all The University has two
terms and finishes up early in April, so there is nearly six months
vacation, which will suit me admirably to get over to New Zealand
when the time arrives to fetch you* If I get appointed, I will have to
start work at once, so the question is what am I going to do when my
vacation arrives* Am I to go to New Zealand to fetch you to look after
me and become Mrs Professor, or am I to wait another year to get
enough cash to do it in style? I would very much want of course to go